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By BRET CHRISTIAN

The world is beating a path
to the door of Cottesloe ideas
man Mike Hulme.

His idea, now becoming a
reality, was to create a unique,
friendly village that was self-
sufficient in renewable energy,
water and fresh food from com-
munity gardens.

The Witchcliffe Ecovillage has
attracted people from diverse
age groups and demographics,
including first-home buyers,
young families, empty nesters
and retirees, academics and
professionals, all wanting to live
a more sustainable life.

“The plan was to build a vil-
lage with the best of 21st Century
technology coupled with the
best of what we can learn from
old villages in Europe,” Mr
Hulme said.

“We have aimed for afford-
ability, coupled with very low
utility bills. Hopefully, people
can work less and not be slaves
to debt.

“Being able to spend more
time with our kids, neighbours
and hobbies is good for society,

Mike Hulme, inset left, successfully trialled battery storage for solar power at his Cottesloe home.
The artist impression shows a community garden in the foreground of some of the Ecovillage buildings.

as is the opportunity to meet
on shared ground and form
friendships.”

Almost 100 lots have already
been sold in the project, which
is in the charming rural hamlet
of Witcheliffe, 8km south of the
Margaret River townsite.

Two of the five stages have
almost sold out without any
advertising,

Buyers are coming from as far
afield as Adelaide, Melbourne,
Sydney, Brisbane, Townsville,
New Zealand and London.

“Our future residents are en-
thusiastic, kind, caring people,
interested in leading a sustain-
able life within a supportive
community,” Mr Hulme said.

“They are motivated to reduce
their carbon footprint and live
a more meaningful life without
compromising lifestyle, privacy

and amenity.”

High-speed fibre broadband
will service each home, encour-
aging people aiming to join the
working-from-home revolution
or planning to set
up a home busi-
ness.

‘ Hopefully,

potter around her community
garden with neighbours.
“Residents will come together
to socialise and work in their
community gardens, which com-
prise about 8500sq.m
of shared green space,
irrigated by water fed

“Many profes- by solar pumps from
sionals from Perth people can community-owned
are being attract- dams.
ed to the village,” Work |ESS “We’re providing
Mr Hulme said. people with friendly,

“Irecently sold a and not welcoming places to
lot to a young met- be S| aves come together and so-

allurgist working
for BHP, who told
me she only needs
to head up to Perth
once a month for meetings.
“She can’t wait to work from
home in an environment where
she can take a break from her
home office, have a cuppa and

to debt ’

cialise, to share ideas
and resources, and to
give and get support
from their community.

“Isolation brings anxiety and
depression to our society that
has lost so much neighbourly
connection.

“These important connections

don’t happen on their own.’

Government approval delays
meant that the project has taken
10 years of planning after Mr
Hulme and property devel-
opment partner Stan Perron
bought the 120ha Foxcliffe Farm
during the depths of the global
financial crisis.

The property abuts the small
village of Witchcliffe and came
complete with a central dam and
an organic vineyard.

Mr Hulme has now dug an-
other two large lakes, providing
natural swimming pools and
water for irrigation.

The long delay for approvals
meant that huge advances in
technology in the meantime
would be incorporated into the
village and priced into the lots.

Mr Hulme said car-driven
suburban sprawl was the enemy
of sustainable living.

In direct contrast to the rows
of jammed-together cookie-
cutter suburban homes and
anonymous apartment blocks,
the Witchcliffe Ecovillage will
have trees, gardens, agriculture,
and fast charging for electric
cars where about 700 like-mind-
ed people are coming together.

Design guidelines ensure
every home is solar passive and
guaranteed solar access in win-
ter, and homes and commercial
buildings will be a maximum of
two storeys.

Homes will be clustered
around the community gardens
with an average of 23 homes in
each, on freehold survey strata
titles, interconnected by an
extensive path network.

The site has provision for
professional rooms, short stay
accommodation, a village square
with pub, restaurant, cafe,
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Autumn Fine Art Auction

Robert Dickerson

Brett Whiteley

Guy Grey-Smith

Auction

Venue

Tuesday 25th May at 6.30pm

Wilkinson Gallery
Enter via GATE 1

Viewing

Claremont Showgrounds
1 Graylands Rd, Claremont

Friday

21st
Saturday 22nd May 11am - 5pm
Sunday 23rd May 11am-5pm
Monday 24th May 10am - 6pm

May T1am - 5pm

Free Entry & Free Parking

GFL

FINE ART

Fully lllustrated Catalogue
Online Soon
dfifineart.com

Tel: 9386 8577
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FOR SALE

HOUSEHOLD

FREE !! Whirlpool 2 door freezer
[fridge. 1080mm high - 803mm wide.
In perfect working order - must be
picked up by Tuesday. In Subiaco.
Call 0410 644 817

GARDEN bench, jarrah made to
last. $445. 0408 200 468

YUKKA Tree 2 metres, 3 stems
$95.00 pick-up 0418 914 393

AIRPORT TRANSFERS

WWW.AIRPORTDROPS.COM.AU
Airport pick-up and drops in luxury
SUV. Anywhere 250kms of the Perth
CBD. CaII 0450 830 744

ANTIQUES

WANTED To buy - old jewellery,
coins, stamps, banknotes, pins,
badges, medals, paintings,
deceased estates, collections.
Remi's Antiques 0498 009 880

ARTS & S

ART Classes - 1km from the Perth
CBD www.perthartgroup.com, 9328

DANCE

SOLO Dancing for over 50s Cha
Cha, Rumba, Tango, Foxtrot, Jive
and more. Day classes. No partner
required. Floreat Bowling Club. Kim 0422
486 840 www.KimStockDancing.com.au

EDUCATIONAL

ECONOMICS And  Geography
tuition.  Experienced and highly
qualified retired teacher. 0478 244
412

HELP For writing in English also
homework, children to adults. Tel
0428 098 585

LITERACY And NUMERACY
HELP. Retired, patient teacher, wide
educational  experience teaching
both children and adults who
struggle with above. Professional
approach to individual diagnostic and
remedial help, building confidence
and pleasure in learning.
Confidentiality ~ensured, current
WWCC, Police Cert, refs. Email
Judith: potty@iinet.net.au (for prelim
chat)

FOR HIRE

LOOKING For an inspiring venue for
your next workshop or meeting?
Discover A Place To Just Be in East
Fremantle. 0405 670 803
www.aplacetojustbe.com.au

GARAGE SALES

SWAPMEET Nedlands supports
Rotary West Perth projects. Every
Sun morning 7-12, basement car
park, Broadway Fair Shopping
Centre. Sellers $5, Buyers free.
Geoff 0408 925 432

HEALTH & BEAUTY

MASSAGE, Huna Hawaiian,
Lomi-Lomi and Swedish, relax,
unwind, de-stress, experienced,
qualified, Alanah 0405 755 715

PAIN? Headaches? Sore Neck?
Specialist  Therapist in
Management. Health
Recognised. Raelene Clark 0449
764 859. Free Telehealth
appointment
www.painfreewa.com.au

SORE Feet? Podiatry assessment.
Therapeutic foot massage/gentle
joint mobilisation. Pip McGuinness,
Podiatrist. 46 years experience.
Health rebates. Telephone 0417 945
042

HOLIDAYS & RESORTS

COTTESLOE Apartment.  Great
ocean views from every room and
wide balcony. Renov 2brm fully furn
and equipped. Mins walk to beach
and train. Quiet street. Aircond, rates
from $110-$160pn, min 4. Special
weekly rates from $700 (winter). Ph
9339 4448 or 0405 670 803

HOLIDAYS & RESORTS

COTTESLOE Beachfront
apartment avail. One b/r renov.
Great views, fully self cont. Rates
from $95 pn winter to $120 pn peak.
Ph 0405 670 803 or 9339 4448
www.24706.worldstays.com

PEPPERMINT GROVE Beach.
Large 5 bedroom three bathroom
house. Phone 9389 6565, 0403 870
075

HOUSESITTING

HOUSESITTER With over 20 years
experience available. No fee
charged. Contact Linda on 0414 486
678

LOST & FOUND

LOST Apple 3 white watch lost on
grassed area between Cott surf club
and Indiana's. Watch is locked and
notified as lost. Last tracked to the
area on the 5th May at 5-30pm.
Birthday gift with sentimental value.
Please contact Linda on 0400 014
374

LOST Cat from 38 Robinson Tce,
Daglish. Black and white called
Honeycomb. Reward offered $3000.
0413 701 489

LOST Galah Pink and Grey

Mosman area. 0401 840 203

MARRIAGE

CELEBRANTS

COMMONWEALTH Marriage
Celebrant. Professional and reliable.
Glenda Prideaux Mob: 0407 336 604
Email: Glenda@glendaprideaux.com
www.glendaprideaux.com

MUSICAL

GUITAR Takemine Classical with
pickup, hard case and stand. Fender
38 watt amp plus stand and extras
$450. 0403 939081

POWERHOUSE Rock is a new
exciting band covering the 60's, 70's
and 80's rock featuring Perth's top
musicians. Songs from Daddy Cool,
the Beatles, Stones, Creedence,
Dragon, Bryan Ferry, Paul Kelly,
Mellencamp to The Angels, Bruce
Springsteen and Robert Palmer.
Phone Rod Christian 0411 441 044,
rodmusic@bigpond.com

PETS

ANIMAL  Trainer Claws 2 Paws
animal psychologist for dogs, cats
and rabbits. | specialise in
behavioural issues and obedience
training. I visit you,
anderson.sally74@yahoo.com 0450
804 873

PHOTOGRAPHY

FREELANCE Photographer
available for corporate and private
commissions. Email:
newspics@iinet.net.au.  Phone:
0412 294 711. Web:
billiefairclough.photography

RELIGIOUS NOTICES

BEWITCHY - Spiritual Goods and
Services. 2/6-12  Serich  Lane,
Northbridge. Readings are pre-pay
to secure bookings. International
Psychic Medium  Luan Heslin.
bewitchy @bewitchy.com.au

SITUATIONS VACANT

CARER/COMPANION Wanted For
a mature aged lady. You would be
able to cook, clean, shop. Drivers
Licence and police clearance
needed. Mental Health Care
knowledge and/or experience is

desirable. Could lead to a full time,
live in position for the right person.
Reply to ljw1952@hotmail.com

CARERS Needed. We are hiring!
When you become a Home Instead
Carer you make a difference in the
lives of seniors. Are you dependable,
caring and happy to help - we need
people like you to help seniors
continue living independently in their
own homes. We offer flexible day,
evening, overnight, live-in and
weekend  hours. Own  vehicle
required. To apply please call Home
Instead during office hours on 6310
0400
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SITUATIONS VACANT

CLEANER For professional couple
in Western Suburbs. 2 days x 6
hours per week. Experienced in
general  cleaning, vacuuming,
shopping etc. Applicant must be
honest and a reliable self starter.
Long term position with salary to be
discussed at interview. Call 0410
407 999 to apply. No texts. Police
clearance and car essential please

CLEANER Re inside and out.
Seeking 1 genuine lady with
empathy, caring, able to use her own
gumption (and | don't mean the
cream!) plus likes animals 4-5 hrs
fortnightly $25 Mo 0402 223 862

FLYER Delivery available riverside
nedlands very lucrative. Ring 0404
944 004

GARDEN Help wanted with some
experience $28 hourly to start
Swanbourne 0410 213 337

WANTED - Part time driver suit
retired person to assist commercial
person to travel by car (provided)
during knee surgery recovery,
approx 2-3months. Enquiries 0411
228 555

SITUATIONS WANTED

CLEANER, 1 team of two
detail-oriented ladies, hard working,
clean every corner. $35p/h. Jo: 0450
881 685

CLEANER  Available $30 hour.
References available 0416 263 094

CLEANING Experienced, reliable
ladies, good references $30 p/h
0406 281 882

GARDENING  Maintenance and
clean-ups, ftrailer, excellent work
0412 470 809

IRONING - A1 professional service
with  contact-less pick up and
delivery option. Long est. attn to
detail smoke free, small family team.
Call or text Lyn 0418 915 842
Western Suburbs Ironing Service

IRONING. Fast turn around, smoke
free, pick up and deliver. Charge per
item. 0408 954 889

ROOF Leaking? Gutter cleaning
and anything related 0424 016 929

TOLET

CLAREMONT 2 bedroom, fully
furnished and equipped unit, central
$390 Peter 0421 443 376

CLAREMONT/ Cottesloe, 2
bedroom, fully furnished and equip
unit, close to bus stop, 1 car bay
only, $420 avail now Peter 0421 443
376

COTTESLOE Beachside apartment
available - long term $440p/week.
Furnished, fully equipped. Close to
everything with fantastic views. Call
owner 0405 670 803

WANTED TO BUY

17TH To 19th Century antique
furniture. Chest of drawers, old
clocks, china, silver, dolls, teddys.
Cash paid. Phone Phillip of
Nedlands Antiques 0450 049 679

CAMPERVAN low kms, good
condition with shower toilet 0417 626
625

COINS, Collections, accumulations,
Bank Notes, Medals, instant cash
paid call Phil 0473 301 771

TESSA Leather sofa and chairs for
private buyer looking for well
maintained pieces, please call Paul
0409 830 979 fair prices paid

VALVE Radios and old Telephones
plus parts any condition Andrew
9319 1703

WANTED To buy - old jewellery,
coins, stamps, banknotes, pins,
badges, medals, paintings,
deceased estates, collections.
Remi's Antiques 0498 009 880
WANTED To buy old and vintage
items incl record, furniture, bric a
brac, jewellery etc 0412 736 291
WRIST Watches, pocket watches,
old and any condition, cash paid.
Phone Phil 0450 049 679

WANTED TO RENT

MATURE Age gentleman working
at R.P.H. looking for room to rent.
Mobile 0413 701 489

Earn money
while
keeping fit
Deliver the POST.
Phone Sam on
0404 944 044

Minderoo moves in on Forrest Hall

scholars, but for all foundation
stakeholders [including the five

« From page 3

“The precinct will provide short-
stay accommodation facilities in-
cluding additional accommodation
for scholars and fellows, a food
and beverage outlet and office

space,” it said.

“The completed precinct will
enable more events and activities,
increasing visibility, reputation
and ultimately philanthropic
impact of the Forrest Research
Foundation —not just for individual

and the St
Both hal

the Forres
Forrest
$15million

WA universities], the community

ate.”
Is are named after their

benefactors Andrew and Nicola
Forrest, who donated $130million to

t Research Foundation.
Hall started out as a
project but its final cost

was closer to $30million — most of
which was donated by Minderoo
—with Forrest Hall 2 estimated to
cost $3bmillion.
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Last month, Mr McManus
voted with every councillor
except Andrew Mangano to
abandon a Supreme Court
challenge to the 24-storey
Chellingworth development
after planning lawyer Kenneth
Pettit found there were “no
reasonable grounds” to over-
turn the approval by a develop-
ment assessment panel.

“When you’ve got a highly
respected senior counsel
who’s given you their opinion
you’ve got to respect it,” Mr
McManus said.

“We shouldn’t be recklessly
spending ratepayers’ money.

“We can do some amend-
ments to the planning scheme
in time and see if we can get
some reasonableness.”

At the April meeting, Mr
Mangano said the decision let
down affected residents.

“We’re resigning ourselves
to failure,” he said.

Mr Mangano has backed Mr
Youngman’s candidacy.

Like Mr Youngman, Mr
McManus said he opposed
mandatory tree protections
designed to limit the ecologi-
cal impact of developments.

“Developers have to stop
clearing blocks completely,”
he said.

“I’d support tree registration

on private property if it was
voluntary.”

He also opposes a push to
force subdividing property
owners to cede land for rear
lanes, in order to limit the
number of paved driveways
crossing verges.

“I'm dead against govern-

ments of any description tak-
ing land off people without
compensation,” he said.

Nominations close on
Wednesday May 12 for the
June 18 election.

The winner will serve the
remainder of Ms de Lacy’s
term, until October 2023.

Subi free parking costs $50
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of the requirement, had also
been pinged for the same of-
fence.

The only place this reporter
could find wording about dis-
playing tickets was in small
print on the ticket machine
itself.

Mrs Cox said Subiaco need-
ed to “change their tone”, do
more to support local traders
and not drive away visitors to
the city.

But the council administra-
tion was unsympathetic to her
calls and did not indicate it
would take action to make the
signs clearer.

“All City carparks clearly
display regulatory signage
indicating: P ticket 8am to 5pm
Mon - Fri,” Subiaco said in a
statement.

“This is standard signage

in compliance with the
Australian Standards.

“Signs on carpark ticket
machines indicate the first
hour is free when a ticket is
displayed.”

The City said motorists can
ask for a review of an infringe-
ment, and more information
about parking, fines and how
to appeal them could be found
on its website.

Mrs Cox’s fine was due to be
paid this week.

She said her daughter took
the initiative to write to the
City to try to and explain what
had happened.

“An automated response
said someone would be in
touch, but no one ever was,”
Mrs Cox said.

“They are a heartless coun-
cil that seem to want to drive
people away.”

Off the grid 21st Century style
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backpackers, community cen-
tre and outdoor theatre, along
with sports ground, conserva-
tion zones and a centrally-
located aged and dependent
housing site, with shops front-
ing Bussell Highway.

With more than 200 people
signed on to date, including
about 50 children, so far only
about half a dozen will be com-
muting to work in the region.

Most will be working from
home or retiring within the
village.

“We aim for a thriving, ac-
tive, community, seven days a
week,” Mr Hulme said.

“The site will have huge
tracts of undeveloped space,
half its area, with walking
trails, bush conservation
areas and a private organic
vineyard,” Mr Hulme said.

Sustainability is enhanced
by community infrastructure,
including three megawatts
of battery-stored renewable
energy from rooftop PVs, and
stormwater catchment in
three large dams totalling 250
megalitres.

Although capable of
generating all its own power
needs, the village will be
connected to the electricity
grid because it will sell back
excess power, saving more

money for residents.

Eachresidential cluster will
be productive and low main-
tenance, and include simple
by-laws that enable community
participation, while protecting
residents’ quiet enjoyment
and privacy.

“Dogs have to be kept in-
doors at night so they don’t
annoy neighbours and to
protect the native nocturnal
marsupial populations, and
no cats are allowed,” he said.

“A huge amount of thought
has gone into the design.

“We are building a model
for the future and I couldn’t
imagine a more beautiful place
to do it in.”

Red Cross asked for Lady Lawley plans
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“If not, they risk losing the
trust and support of the pub-
lie,” he said.

Other POST readers have
also called on the Red Cross
to make the deed public.

A spokeswoman for Attorney
General John Quigley has
previously said the deed was
a matter for the Red Cross.

Lady Lawley Cottage of-
fered children with complex
physical and intellectual dis-
abilities a home away from
home, with caring staff, a
pleasant oceanside environ-
ment and the latest play,

learning, craft and entertain-
ment equipment.

It provided children and
teenagers with space to de-
velop independence, to so-
cialise with peers and offered
families much-needed respite
from significant daily caring
demands.

Four months ago the POST
reported the Red Cross was
considering handing it over
to a new disability provider
(Red Cross considers lifeline
for Lady Lawley Cottage, POST
December 26).

Disability providers such as
Rocky Bay, Hannah’s House,

Identity WA and Cahoots
have expressed interest in
reopening the heritage-listed
property and running it on a
peppercorn rent.

Australian Red Cross WA
director Craig Stewart said
recently the organisation was
continuing to consult with “a
range of stakeholders” about
the best use of Lady Lawley
Cottage and had no intention
of selling the building.

The building should be used
to “benefit the community” and
the Red Cross would keep the
community updated, he said.

Prying eyes could look out over Subi Oval
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Oval, which is not a school-
based sporting space (Flats
tower over Subi students, POST,
August 22).

Questions about student
safety and security from
neighbouring developments
were also identified by the
WA Council of State Schools
Organisations (WACSSO) as a
growing problem.

“Concern among parents is
the development of apartments
or other high-density housing
that clearly looks over school
grounds,” WACSSO said last
year in its submission to the
State Government about plan-
ning for school sites (College
fails to kick sports goal, POST,
November 28).

The Preserve Subi East
Reserve Campaign Group said

it was disappointed about the
lack of public consultation,
transparency and accountabil-
ity in relation to the process
for subdividing land in the
precinct.

Subiaco confirmed that staff
handled and recommended
approval for the subdivision
application “under delegated
authority”, not by a decision
of the council.

Campaign convener Paul
Clements estimated that the
sale of the two lots — a com-
bined area of 6257sq.m —would
fetch the State Government
between $10million and
$25million.

“Money, not proper and
orderly planning, is driving
their decisions,” Mr Clements,
a former Subiaco councillor,
said.

“Reserves should never be

sacrificed for money or to make
developers rich, and this is a
140-year-old reserve that can
never be replaced.

“We call on and appeal to
the McGowan Government
and the WAPC to reverse this
decision.

“There is a better way to
preserve our reserve and
achieve the Minister’s infill
in SubiEast.”

He also warned that allowing
high-rise development on the
edge of the school oval would
set a precedent for all schools
in WA.
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